
 

Hallelujah! A REVIVAL is taking place Wentzville, Missouri. Since Christmas time 
last year more than 130 people from local churches and Christian organizations 
have donated time and love to go to the Budget Inn Motel to help feed and minister 
to the homeless and working poor that live there. I call it a revival because the peo-
ple who are participating are actually reviving their love for others and experiencing 
a new excitement about the Christian faith as commanded by Jesus in the Greatest 
Commandments.  Too many people are sitting and soaking in the pews of many 
churches. This is because there is not a plan of action along with the teaching of 
God‟s word. 1John 3:18 says,” Let us not love with tongue and word only but with 
action and truth.” As I heard a pastor once say, “What good is it to sit in the pew and 
say „Hallelujah I believe and love God,‟ then go home and do nothing about it? God 
didn‟t give us the Gospel to take it home and recite it to ourselves. What good would 
that be to anyone?”  

 

As far as I can tell there are at least 3 million people in Missouri suffering everyday 
trying to figure out how they will be able to support their families and not become or 
get out of homelessness. If all Christians would just work with the needy ones, that 
amount could be reduced by at least half and we could watch them succeed as 
we‟d see God‟s miracles in action. I know because in the past 5 1/2 years we have 
seen a 50% success rate in our clients because we agreed with God and put action 
to the Gospel and walked along side to support and help them succeed! There is no 
greater thrill than to see a hopeless, totally depressed person snap out of it and re-
gain hope and faith, and then continue on to make progress and finally succeed by 
getting a job, finding housing and truly finding God in the process. And that is saying 
a lot coming from a thrill seeker like me. HA!  

 

So it is just miraculous to see our original vision of many churches become servants 
to the poor and needy materialize. In the recent past it has been the government in 
the lead trying to help the poor and homeless. But the Bible says that Christians are 
the ones who need to be in the forefront. So we have a lot to do to put government 
in the back seat and do our part more effectively. Even the government says to let 
faith-based organizations do this because they do a lot better job. This is fine but 
they fail to mention why we do a better job. It‟s all because of God and His Son and 
His teachings about love. There is no greater act of love than to lay one‟s life down 
for a friend as Jesus has demonstrated by dying on the cross for our sins.  
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The government doesn‟t love anyone these days. It should be like our Founding Fathers designed it, with 
the essence of Christian service enveloped in all matters,  but now it is designed just to work with “facts” 
but without God (which I call the elimination of Church from state) which is a huge mistake.    

 

I can‟t express the joy I feel right now to see so many churches and organizations come to the aide of our 
little ministry at the Budget Inn to help so many depressed and downtrodden people. We now have the 
problem of what to do with so many helpers. What a wonderful miracle blessed by God! These people in 
the motel are going to be so spoiled I won‟t know what to do with them. At this rate we will have all 3 
meals served for them everyday! What a problem! Having an abundance of helpers also means that there 
are more people available to help one homeless person.  That person can succeed much quicker with 
more people helping who all have different gifts and ideas for their success. 

 

I believe God is saying to me, “Ok, now you have all these helpers you prayed for. Put them to work 
spreading my Gospel.” I am thinking we need church services at the motel same as we have at the Truck 
Stop. This is also an outreach that will motivate people out of their pews into love in action ministering to 
the poor. If anyone reading this has a calling to lead a church service at the motel let me know.  

 

One problem I have observed is that there are lots of people willing to serve a meal to the homeless, but 
when it comes to actually getting involved in their lives, that is another story. I had the same fear and trepi-
dation when I first started helping the poor. But it all goes away when you see success in them. After say-
ing that, it‟s true that there are times when they don‟t do what we tell them and they don‟t succeed.  That 
becomes depressing. But if you look at the odds, 50% of those we help do make it. Then it is all worth 
while, and with more help during the coming year, I believe the percentage of those who succeed will be 
greater than we‟ve seen so far. 

 

Well enough preaching. I just thank God and others for this great blessing and pray more people can and 
want to get more involved with the nitty gritty of the ministry. We look forward to meeting and seeing you 
all at the Christmas Wonderland Open House at the motel later this month. Also we thank all those who 
have been so faithful to help us in our dream and vision to love the poor as ourselves and make this a bet-
ter world to live in and get one step closer to living on Earth as it is in Heaven. The Bible has all the an-
swers. All we have to do is act on them! 

 

Thanks, 

God Bless You! 

Paul  

If you would like to receive your future newsletter via email instead of through snail mail, please email 
Melissa Huelskamp at Melissa_Huelskamp@yahoo.com.    
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There are several ladies behind the scenes of FSBH who help to assure all of our paperwork is in order.  We 
want to recognize three special ladies at this time. 

 

Helen Schmidt , Marthasville 

Helen is a retired bookkeeper from Emerson Electric who loves to work with numbers and says she enjoys the 
challenge of accounting for every penny when dealing with bookkeeping projects.  Helen was just who we 
needed when it was time to set up our ministry books and provide accurate data to our CPA for official finan-
cial reports.  She has been helping with our paperwork since early 2007, collaborating with our tax profession-
als to establish charts of accounts to record expenditures and keep us up to date with where all of our finan-
cial data stands. Helen has a heart for the homeless and their circumstances, and often prays for these poor 
people as she does our books for us at all hours of the day and night.   

Thank you Helen!   

 

Luella Bielecke , O‟Fallon 

Luella is a volunteer extraordinaire.  We found her after an appeal in the local newspaper for someone who 
might enjoy doing some behind-the-scenes data entry for us.  Before joining our team, Luella was wearing her 
volunteer hat weekly at St. Joseph Hospital West, working in the Gift Shop.  She also volunteers regularly at 
Our Lady‟s Inn in Defiance. Now, not only does she continue with all those charities, but she is very faithful to 
serve FSBH with her office skills of entering all the BenNet data into the web-based software program where 
we track all client demographics and expenditures.  Since I work full time at the same hospital where Luella 
volunteers, it has been a very easy paper-passing process between us, with me providing her what needs to 
be done every week, then her taking that work home and getting all the data entered in a timely fashion.  
Thank you Luella! 

 

Pat Shelhart , Foristell 

Pat has provided excellent clerical skills for FSBH this past year by tackling the project of preparing personal 
thank you letters for all of our donors, and helping us get mailing labels prepared for our newsletters.  Pat has 
the magic of “mail merge” something I only very recently have been able to even consider figuring out myself.  
Seeing to it that every single donor receives accurate receipt for tax – deductible donations letter has been 
Pat‟s task for us.  Great job Pat!  Pat is planning to take a break from us for awhile, as she also works 24/7 
raising show horses and traveling with them all over the mid west.  She also leads a weekly Ladies Bible 
Study at Westplex Community Church and serves on the deacon and mission boards there.  Thank you Pat! 

 

Cheryl Smith , Wright City 

Relatively new to our behind the scenes supporters is Cheryl who as received the baton from Pat and is also 
working on finding ways to better connect and communicate with more of the local churches in our region. 
Cheryl works full time at Boeing and is active in the Adult Choir at Chapel of the Lake.  Welcome Aboard 
Cheryl! 

 

As FSBH continues to grow, the need for support behind the scenes also grows.  If you think you might have 
a skill set that could benefit the ministry, please let us know. 
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Ministry Worker Recognition 
Lana Kruse, Treasurer 
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Motel Meal Ministry  by:  Chris Young, Coordinator 

 

For those of you who may be reading this newsletter for the first time let me fill you in on how The Motel Meal 
Ministry aspect of FSBH works. Basically, we provide meals for the homeless. Our goal is to provide at least 
one hot meal a day. Collectively, more than 3097 volunteer hours by 130 different people have provided food 
valued at more than $16,000 from January through November of this year. 

 

Right now there are 30 different groups providing these daily blessings. These groups consist of churches, 
care groups, outreach groups, and folks who just love the Lord and want to help the less fortunate. On an av-
erage month, there are between 600 and 700 individual meals prepared at home and served at the Budget Inn 
Motel in Wentzville, MO. We are always looking for people to help. The time required to provide a meal is mini-
mal compared to the tremendous help it provides to the men, women, and children that are in need. Most of 
the time, you are actually at the motel for less than an hour. I can‟t tell you enough how much all this means to 
these folks. In some cases, it is the only meal that they will have for the day. I know that you all have busy 
lives and so many things to do, but please consider serving a meal at least just one time. I believe you will be 
so glad that you did. If you want to volunteer or just ask some questions, call me at 636-456-3004, or email me 
at CNJNJ1@hotmail.com. 

The past few weeks have been amazing.  I have received so many calls from churches, families and individu-
als wanting to help that we actually for the first time have a waiting list for servers! I cannot thank all of the 
folks who have called enough. In this issue of the FSBH Newsletter I want to thank all of you who serve and 
tell you what a blessing you are to so many.  Dress For Success, Girlfriends Group, Lost and Found 
Group, Calvary West, Calvary Mid Rivers, Wentzville Baptist Church, Faith Christian Family Church, 
Cornerstone Apostolic Church, Immanuel Lutheran, The Gresham Family, House Of Favor Church, 
Diane and Friends, Living Waters Church, The Scrub Ladies, First Baptist Church Harvester, Sandy 
Gray Neighborhood, West -Plex Community Church, United Church of Christ, St. Peters Wesleyan, Car-
ing And Sharing, The Bahm/Sturges Group, The Absher Family, Immanuel Lutheran Pre -School Teach-
ers, The Burks Family,  The Sisterôs,  The James Family, The Taylor Family, The Johnson Family, FBC 

Ellisville and CrossHaven Church.  

In closing I would just like to say that you all are truly a blessing, not just to the folks that you are helping at the 
Budget Inn but to me. This has been an incredible year.  I have met most of you and I have spoken with many 
more people over the last few weeks and the theme is always the same “What can we do to help?” I wish all of 
you a Wonderful and Safe Merry Christmas.  

We can always use volunteers to serve meals. Sometimes we actually fill up everyday of the month but we 
can put you on our waiting list to possibly fill in when days open up.  I ask anyone that reads this to pray about 
it and see if the Lord leads you to take a step in this direction. I promise you that after you do it one time you 
will feel so good and will definitely know that you were blessed to share what you have with folks who are less 
fortunate. 
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Above picture shows House of Favor Church group.  They take meals on the 2nd 

Saturday of each month to the motel (and have been for the past 3 years). 
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(Here‟s what one local 12 year-old girl is doing to make a difference.  She and her friends are bringing their homemade 
blankets to the Winter Wonderland Open House December 17 & 18 for distribution to the homeless children). 

 

Last Christmas Eve I was watching the news with my family as we were all huddled up 

in our warm blankets and sitting by our fireplace. When on the news there was a story 

on how the homeless people were struggling to stay warm in the frigid weather. They 

showed pictures of people and children huddled up almost freezing to death. They 

were wearing jeans and a T-shirt and nobody was going to help them. Then I realized 

there was a way I could help. I had this idea that I could make some blankets and bring 

them to the homeless. I was hoping by giving them a blanket and a Bible for 
Christmas it may help to keep them warm and give them hope. 

So my goal this year is to make at least 15 flannel blankets 

and bring them to a place for the homeless. 

If you could help me reach my goal that would be great.  

You can contact me at 636.751.9089 if you are interested in helping me. 

This Christmas please find a place in your heart to help give warmth and  

hope to the homeless. 

 

Thank you, Madalyn Wheeler 
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Handmade Christmas Blankets for Homeless Children 

 

Donation Methods to Support FSBH 
 

With the end of 2010 quickly approaching, we want to remind you that your tax-deductible charitable dona-
tion might be a great way to support the ministry.  You could make a donation in honor or in memory of 
someone special in your life. We are a public charity as defined by the IRS Regulations of a 501 (c) 3 non –
profit organization.  All donations will be receipted for tax deductible documentation purposes. To make it 
easy for you to participate with us in gifting, here are several options to consider.  

Corporate Matching Grant Donations 

Write a check payable to “First Step Back Home” and mail to the following address: 

First Step Back Home, Inc. 

Paul Kruse 

PO Box 966 

O‟Fallon MO 63366 

 

Log onto our ministry website and click PayPal for direct donation via your credit card.  There is a small 
fee charged to the ministry with this option. 

www.firststepbackhome.net 

 

Create an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) automatic withdrawal from your bank account to the First 
Step Back Home Donor Giving Account at Bank of America. This is the most cost-effective method of 
giving. Submit the following Routing Number information to your bank to create a draft, along with in-
structions on how frequently you want your donation to be sent. 

 

Bank of America  

Routing Number:  081000032:354006520324 
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Please come, help to uplift, and give a little joy to the homeless and working 
poor.  

Join First Step Back Home, God Cares Ministries and the community to cele-
brate with us that Jesus is the Reason for the Season at the Budget Inn Motel 

in Wentzville, MO. 

Friday Dec. 17 5 pm -8 pm and Saturday Dec. 18 12 pm – 8pm 

                                              
 

Help give Love and Joy to many poor and needy families with Christmas 
wishes.  Please bring Christmas treats and/or gifts and share some time in 
Godly Christian fellowship with our clients and each other.   

 

Ways you can help: 

 Gift Cards 

 Wrapped toys for kids ages 1 to 14, other goodies and snacks 

  Donations to FSBH P.O. Box 966, O‟Fallon, Mo. 63366                 
(Donations pay for motel rooms, car maintenance, gas, ID‟s, medicine, old debts, phones, utility bills, rent, 
mortgages and much more which enables the least of God‟s people, our clients to succeed.)   

 

 

A Christmas dinner for the homeless and special Christmas punch for all 
who come will be donated by area churches. A little help from each of us 
means a lot to others. Please take this chance to help someone else!  Call 

Paul Kruse for more information: 636-466-1365. 

Thank You! God Bless You! Merry Christmas!! 
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Christmas Wonderland at the Budget Inn 

The Place Where Godõs Miracles Happen 
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I receive $674 a month in SSI – Disability (55 yr old lady).  My daughter (26 yrs old) has worked at a job she 
loves at a local retail business for three years. We did everything right, paid our bills on time, and never 
splurged on anything… except one time we had saved $10 in rolled pennies, called in for a carry out pizza and 
picked it up. 

 

We were never able to save any money.  It all went to the bills.  So when my car broke down and had to be 
repaired, registered, inspected and taxes paid all at the same time, we were in trouble. A church helped us 
with some of the rent. Our landlord promised the church to work out a repayment plan with us. 

 

To my surprise, there was no repayment plan.  On September 1, 2010, the landlord demanded $900.  Then on 
September 16th, $1,400.  She was not happy we did not have any money so she took the door off our trailer, 
never to return it until we moved out on October 1, 2010. We very quickly ran out of money.  After spending 
three days and nights in the car, I made contact with Mr. Paul Kruse.  He agreed to help us until my next check 
came.  

 

This year we are so thankful we are not spending Thanksgiving in the car. My daughter and I are so grateful to 
Paul Kruse and his ministry. Without him I do not know what would have happened to us. 

 

Comment by Paul Kruse:  This client had sought legal advice regarding the actions taken by her landlord, but 
decided to move out before anything legal transpired.  Her landlord was imposing ñlate feesò to her already 
overdue rent and the client felt it necessary to vacate before anything else could be worked out. 

FSBH has provided temporary lodging for the woman and her daughter and gas for their automobile.  This is 
just one example of the types of calls that come to us every day.  Each call is unique in its circumstances, but 
each call is common in its appeal for help.  The needs are critical and immediate ï for shelter, food, transpor-
tation -- for someone with compassion and a little common sense to come alongside and just help a little.  Be-
cause of the gracious donations of so many in our region, there are resources for clients such as this one.  We 
are sincerely grateful to all of our donors, large ones and small onesé who collectively help to renew, restore, 
and rebuild so many broken lives. 
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Homeless For The Holidays 
How My Daughter and I Became Homeless for the Holidays 
Testimonial from Recent FSBH Client 
(Some details altered to protect their confidentiality) 
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Recent Donation Acknowlegements 
In the past several months donations have been received by FSBH in memory or in honor of certain individu-
als.  Here is a list of those being remembered. 

 

Everette Hamilton in Memory from Harvester Agape Sunday School Class 

Father of Dr. Michael Handler, MD from work colleague at St. Joseph Hospital West  

Always Remember 

We are commanded by God as his Believers to live the Gospel and sacrifice something of ourselves for the 
poor.  Please help us reduce the suffering caused by the social injustices of poverty and homelessness.    

Thank You!  God Bless You! 


